
Trinity Tidings — December, 2022 

6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 

available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of  David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord. 



A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR…. 
P.R.A.Y. FOR ADVENT 

Advent is a me of prepara on, repentance, an cipa on, and affirma on.  It is a me when we 
look back to the long-awaited promise of the Messiah and God’s fulfillment in the Christmas 

miracle, but also a me of looking ahead to a me when Christ will return 
again.   

It reminds us to be alert and vigilant, knowing that the me of Christ’s return 
could be any me and the manner of the Messiah’s return will most likely 
happen in a manner we least expect.   

Prayer is a way to be mindful and faithful.  During this season of Advent we 
will use the acronym P.R.A.Y. to both learn about prayer and dedicate 
ourselves to a prayerful way of life.  The acronym will lead us in the following 
manner: 

 P.  Pay a en on.  During this me we heighten our senses with expecta on that God is 
ready to do something life changing. 

 R.  Ready ourselves for God’s arrival.  This is done with repentance, and making our hearts 
and our world ready for God’s arrival. 

 A.  Await God’s arrival.  Wai ng is difficult and God o en does not come on our me, but 
at a me we least expect.  As we await, we become aware of the places God has entered 
and called us to arise. 

 Y.  Yes.  Like Joseph, who expected he would dismiss Mary silently when he found she was 
pregnant, instead he listened to God and reversed his decision to say “Yes” to God’s 
answer. 
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This year we will have two Christmas worship 
celebra ons…. 

 On Christmas Eve, December 24th, we will 
worship at 5 pm.  This will be a worship of 
candlelight and the proclama on of the 
tradi onal Lukan narra ve. 

 On Sunday, December 25th, we will gather 
at our regular 9:30 am me to celebrate 
Christ’s arrival with a Christmas Day 
Worship.   

You are welcome to come to either or both.  
Each service will be different, so if you do 
come to both, you can expect a different 
message and some of the other Christmas 
Carols.   

Invite family, friends and neighbors to join us.  
Services will also be available via Zoom. 

ON TUESDAY, DEC 13 THE 
TLC LADIES GROUP, will 
meet in the Church 
Lounge at 12 Noon 

Sharp for some 
Holiday fellowship 

time and BINGO! 

Why don’t you join us 
and bring a friend?  

See Lynn Griesmeyer 
with any questions & 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Remember When? 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Circa 1964 
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Our	Shoe	Boxes	~	Your	Shoe	Boxes,	all	
55	of	them	packed	with	LOVE...	

They	are	well	on	there	way	to	their	
inal	destination.		

Thanks	to	all	of	you	amazing	members	
of	Trinity	Lutheran	Church	and	

Peaceful	Baptist	Church.	

How	wonderful	that	you	gave	your	
Time,	Talent	and	Treasure	in	packing	

your	Shoe	Box.		

Thank	you	for	packing	your	Boxes	
with	all	the	treasures	you	chose	along	
with	your	smile,	your	goodness,	and	

love.			

You	have	made	so	many	boys	and	girls	
happy		~	along	with	your	fun	 illed	box		
~	as	they	are	taught	and	shown	that	
Jesus	loves	them	and	will	always	be	
with	them	~		will	always	love	them.		

You	started	this	by	packing	your	box	~	
which	made	them	feel	special	and	

loved	as	they	learned	how	much	Jesus	
loves	them.		

There	are	so	many	giving	Hearts	here	
at	Trinity	Lutheran	Church	and	

Peaceful	Baptist	Church.		

God’s	Blessings	to	All…							

Kathie	and	Ray	Godfrey	



Pictures Of Trinity’s Booth At The Rolling Meadows Halloween Fright Fest 
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On Thursday, January 19th, Pastor Kathy Nolte 
will be visi ng with Trinity to both discuss a tool 
the Synod is developing for congrega ons, like 
ours, whose viability is threatened.  She will also 
be able to discuss other ques ons members may 
have about the Synod and our rela onship with 
the Synod.  

This is a regular council night, but many people 
have had ques ons about the Synod including 
suspicions about the Synod’s mo ves.  The 
congrega onal council felt that it was valuable to 
make this an open mee ng, so any who have an 
interest can hear about this tool and ask 
ques ons directly.  This mee ng will also be 
available via Zoom, so if you do not want to go 
out at night, you may s ll par cipate. 

We hope that we can have good representa on 
from the congrega on and that all will want to 
par cipate. 
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Our cons tu on requires 25 ac ve members to 
cons tute a quorum in order to conduct business 
which is demanded of us.  As we have learned, 
mee ng the 25 member mark is becoming more 
and more difficult. 

As a result, the council is recommending an 
amendment to the cons tu on to require 30% of 
ac ve members to be present.  We are also 
recommending that we allow electronic 
par cipa on as valid par cipa on in 
congrega onal mee ngs.   

Amending the cons tu on is somewhat 
cumbersome and we must follow what the 
cons tu on requires to do this.  As a result we 
will be calling a special Congrega onal Mee ng 
on Sunday, January 22nd, a er the service, to take 
a first vote on these amendments.  It is essen al 
that we have 25 people present for this.   

We will also follow up with comments and 
ques ons about Pastor Nolte’s visit with us, and 
look at the synod tool more in depth.  Please plan 
to a end this mee ng as well as the Council 
mee ng on January 19th with Pastor Nolte. 

GOD IS WITH US 
Sometimes the world just seems so solid. 
Reality is uncompromising and immutable. 
Literally, what you see is what you get, and 
our sight, our perception, is limited. So we 
forge on with all the obligations of daily life—
family and work and taxes and deadlines. Our 
scope of existence becomes closed in, and 
our world gets smaller. Can this really be all 
there is? 

The Christmas specials have started on TV, 
the familiar carols and songs are piped into 
grocery stores and shopping malls, and all 
kinds of media invoke the magic of Christmas. 
I don’t know about you, but for me the result is not uninterrupted joy but 
longing and a sense of loss. Look at the war in one part of the world that 
brings starvation to many, including children who are powerless. The 
pandemics of COVID-19 and racism and hate speech cause us to be 
suspicious of each other and turn inward upon ourselves. Peace on earth, 
goodwill to all cannot withstand the sharp limits of the real world. 

Yet every Christmastime we try to create perfection. If we just get it all right—
the decorations, the celebrations, the traditions, the family gatherings—we 
can push past the limits of the solid world. This effort leaves me exhausted 
and nostalgic. There must have been a better time, a simpler time, a purer 
time. And even, if by some superhuman effort, we can create the perfect 
holiday, how does it feel on Dec. 26? 

It’s a funny thing, nostalgia. The word comes from the Greek nostos—
return—and algos—pain. One scholar defined nostalgia this way: “the 
suffering evoked by the desire to return to one’s place of origin.” We have our 
origin story. It is the account in Genesis of Eden, where humankind lived in 
harmony with creation, a place of peace and plenty where God and God’s 
creatures walked together. I believe that in some mystical way the memory of 
our place of origin exists in each of us. When we listen to the prophet Isaiah 
at Christmas, we are assured that God will restore that place: “The wolf shall 
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 

THE INCARNATION IS GOD’S SUPREME LIMINAL WORK. IT 
IS THE THIN PLACE WHERE HEAVEN AND EARTH TOUCH. 

We can’t bring this about by ourselves. We can’t go back, nor can we will 
Eden into the present. And yet there are times and places where the space 
between heaven and earth seems to dissolve. The Celts called these “Thin 
Places.” The distance between heaven and earth collapses. It may only be a 
moment or feeling, but the sense that we are standing in the presence of the 
Holy becomes palpable. 

During Advent and Christmas, the contrast between what the world is and 
what it was created to be is stark. We know that something is not right, but we 
also know that something is right. It’s out there somewhere. Nostalgia 
becomes more acute and so does our desire to bring heaven to earth during 
this season. This is God’s work, not ours. 

The Incarnation is God’s supreme liminal work. It is the Thin Place where 
heaven and earth touch. It is the tie and place where the suffering caused by 
our desire to return to our place of origin is ended because God has begun a 
new story where heaven and earth are joined. “Unexpected and 
Mysterious” describes this: “In a momentary meeting of eternity and time, 
Mary learned that she would carry both the mortal and divine” (Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, 258). 

Our seemingly solid world with its own reality and truth gives way to the 
blessed inbreaking of heaven with the true reality. Our origin, present and 
future are one in God, and God is with us when we perceive it and, more 
importantly, when we do not.     THIS IS THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS. 

Article right is by ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton as 
published in the December 2nd edition of “ Living Lutheran.” 



Financial Update: General Fund 2022

INCOME EXPENSES

NET
SURPLUS OR

(DEFICIT)

January 8,859.14$       13,117.45$     (4,258.31)$      

February 10,623.15$     13,718.88$     (3,095.73)$      

March 10,039.07$     12,445.45$     (2,406.38)$      

April 11,605.85$     12,175.63$     (569.78)$         

May 11,210.61$     12,681.95$     (1,471.34)$      

June 13,709.94$     11,743.95$     1,965.99$       

July 10,447.70$     11,462.03$     (1,014.33)$      

August 10,035.36$     11,903.70$     (1,868.34)$      

September 10,310.54$     10,970.27$     (659.73)$         

October 10,449.58$     11,352.65$     (903.07)$         

Total Jan-Oct 2022 107,290.94$   121,571.96$   (14,281.02)$    

Donations can be made electronically from your smartphone using the "Vanco 
Mobile" app, available from the App Store or Google Play, or the Donations link 
on our website tlcrm.com or our secure website at 
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YRVQ/home

Thank you for your continued support!

A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER 

The 2022 deficit as of 10/31 was ($14,281.02).  
As 2022 draws to a close, please consider 
making an extra dona on over and above your 
regular offering to help Trinity reduce the 
deficit and move toward ending the year in the 
black.   

Deficit reduc on offering envelopes are 
available in the narthex for dona ons by cash 
or check.   

Dona ons by credit card can be made using the 
“Dona ons” link near the top right side of the 
tlcrm.com website and then clicking on the 
Donate bu on on the next page or by using the 
"Vanco Mobile" app, available from the App 
Store or Google Play on your smartphone.   

See Dan Phillips at church or send an e-mail to 
dphillips@tlcrm.com if you have any ques ons.   

Thank you for your con nued support and 

Baked French Toast 
 1 (16 oz.) French baguette, cut into one-inch slices 
 8 eggs 
 2 c. milk 
 1 ½ c. half & half cream 
 2 t. vanilla 
 ¼ t. cinnamon 
 ¾ c. butter 
 1 1/3 c. brown sugar 
 3 T. Karo light syrup 
 
Butter a 9x13 baking dish. Arrange the slices of bread in the bottom of the dish. In a large bowl, beat to-
gether eggs, milk, cream, vanilla and cinnamon. Pour over the bread.  

Cover and refrigerate overnight. The next morning, preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a saucepan, com-
bine butter, brown sugar, and Karo syrup, heat until bubbling.  

Pour the mixture over the bread and egg dish. Bake uncovered for 40 minutes. Enjoy! 
(Submitted from the Kitchen of Her Royal Highness, The Princess Kathy) 

Located in the Narthex, the TLC Message 
Board has been updated to celebrate the 

season of  JOY & HOPE we are in.  Enjoy. 

The snowflakes were hand crocheted by 
Kathie Godfrey’s mom over 20 years ago.  

She would be so happy and proud to see that 
some have made it to our Message Board. 



Trinity Lutheran Church 
3201 Meadow Drive 

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008 
847-398-7122 

Www.tlcrm.com 

Anniversaries  
Glenn and Joan Anderson  

23-Dec-1953  

Bryan and Sabrina Johnson 
27-Dec-2013 

 

Birthdays 
Shipra Minz  04 
Shirley Wi    10  
Jan Bankert   10  
Jesus Christ   25  


