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The ELCA confesses the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Savior. In our preaching and teaching the ELCA trusts the Gospel as the power of God 

for the salva on of all who believe. 

 

ELCA teaching or theology serves the proclama on and ministry of this faith. It does not have an 

answer for all ques ons, not even all religious ques ons. Teaching or theology prepares 

members to be witnesses in speech and in ac on of God’s rich mercy in Jesus Christ. 

 

SCRIPTURES, CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS 

The ELCA’s official Confession of Faith iden fies the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

(commonly called the Bible); the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; and the Lutheran 

confessional wri ngs in the Book of Concord as the basis for our teaching.  

ELCA congrega ons make the same affirma on in their governing documents, and ELCA pastors 

and deacons promise to carry out their ministry in accordance with these teaching sources. This 

Confession of Faith is more than just words in an official document.  

Every Sunday in worship ELCA congrega ons hear God’s word from the Scriptures, pray as Jesus 

taught and come to the Lord’s Table expec ng to receive the mercies that the Triune God 

promises.  
Continued On Next Page... 



BELATED CONGRATULATIONS TO DICK AND DOROTHY ELKINS ON 
THEIR 60TH  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY!  (OCT 12, 1963) 

Throughout the week ELCA members con nue to live by faith, serving others freely and 

generously in all that they do because they trust God’s promise in the Gospel. In small groups 

and at sick beds, in private devo ons and in daily work, this faith saturates all of life. 

TEACHING FOR A LIFE OF FAITH 

This connec on to all of life is the clearest demonstra on of the authority that the canonical 

Scriptures, the ecumenical Creeds and the Lutheran Confessions have in the ELCA. The Holy 

Spirit uses these witnesses to create, strengthen and sustain faith in Jesus Christ and the life we 

have in him.   That life-giving work con nues every day, as Mar n Luther explained in the Small 

Catechism: the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens and sanc fies the whole Chris an church 

on earth and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”  

(Reprinted from The ELCA website, www.elca.org  December 2023) 

ELCA Teaching Continued... 



Our Christmas Eve 
Worship Was Made More 

Joyous With The 
Children Building The 

Manger  Scene And 
Lighting The Advent 

Wreath 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO  
JEREMY & MELODY COHN   

AND CHIEKO GARLING FOR THE 
WONDERFUL MUSIC 

THROUGHOUT THE SEASON! 



New Years Traditions   From Around The World 

IN BRAZIL, revelers o en wear white 

and go to the beach to celebrate the new 

year.  At the ocean, some prac ce the 

tradi on of making offerings to Iemanjá, or 

Yemanja, an ocean goddess from 

tradi onal Afro-Brazilian religions 

Candomblé and Umbanda. Gi s are placed 

in boats and pushed into the ocean. 

Celebrants also tradi onally jump over 

seven waves, thanking Iemanjá for 

something good that happened in the past 

year with each wave, and when done, they 

don’t turn their back on the sea un l their 

feet are out of the water, so as not to 

receive bad luck. 

A TRADITION IN 
SCOTLAND, where New Year’s Eve is 

known as Hogmanay, is “first foo ng”—

literally the first foot to enter someone’s 

home a er midnight. To ensure good luck, 

the first visitor should tradi onally be a 

tall, dark-haired male bringing pieces of 

coal, shortbread, salt, a black bun and 

whiskey.  The party tradi on is achieved 

some mes in modern mes with having 

one guest leave just before midnight so 

they can knock on the door as the new 

year begins. 

RINGING BELLS 108 TIMES   In 

Japan, Buddhist temples ring bells 108 

mes on New Year’s Eve. This is because in 

Buddhism, it is believed that there are 108 

types of earthly desires, and each strike of 

the bell will remove one desire. The 

tradi on is called Joya no Kane. “Jo” means 

“to throw away the old and move on to the 

new” and “Ya” means “night,”. 

HANGING ONIONS   
In Greece, families tradi onally go to church on 

New Year’s Day. A er the service, they find an 

onion that they hang on the doors or in their 

homes as a symbol of good health, fer lity, and 

longevity. 

FINDING 12 ROUND FRUITS.   
In the Philippines, celebra ons feature round 

items, because it’s believed that roundness 

symbolizes prosperity. Households pick 12 round 

fruits for each month of the year. People also fill 

their pockets with coins, or leave them on tables 

to a ract wealth, and wear polka dots for good 

luck. 

WATCHING BRITISH COMEDY.   
Germans, along with some other 

Europeans, have had the tradi on of 

watching the same black and white Bri sh 

comedy sketch from the 1960s, about a butler 

serving his 90-year-old employer and her 

deceased imaginary guests, on New Year’s Eve. 

EATING A DOZEN GRAPES 
Spaniards celebrate the New Year by popping 12 

grapes in their mouth, one for each chime of the 

clock marking midnight, which is supposed to 

bring good luck for the year ahead. Revelers eat 

a tradi onal kind of thin-skinned, pale green 

grape, which is harvested late in November or 

December. The tradi on dates back more than a 

century. 

(Reprinted from Time Magazine) 



TLC LADIES GROUP 

The ladies group will meet right here in the 
Church Lounge on January 9 at 12 noon for 
lunch me together. 

Following our lunch  we will have some trivia 
game me.   

Please stop on by and  

BRING A FRIEND! 

 CREAM PUFFS 
  1 1/2 cups water                            

 3/4 cup butter 

 1 1/2 Tbsp. sugar                          

 1 1/2 cups flour 

 3/4 tsp. salt                                      

 6 Whole Eggs 
Heat water, butter, salt and sugar to 
boiling.  

Add flour, stir and cook until it leaves 
sides of pan and follows spoon. 
Remove from fire. Add unbeaten  eggs, 
one at a time.  

Beat until smooth and "satiny". 

Drop on greased baking sheet or 
muffin tins.  Bake at 425 degrees for 
15 minutes, then at 350 degrees for 
30-35 minutes longer. Cool.   

Fill with instant vanilla pudding. 

  

From the Kitchen of:  Kathy Johnson 
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January Birthdays  
20  Be y Anderson 
20  Rebecca Vigna 
25  Michelle Henry  
31  Chuck Cosman  


